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AGENDA

08:45 - 09:30 Registration and welcome coffee

09:30 - 10:00 High-level opening remarks

Moderator: Barbara Trionfi, Principal Adviser to Head of Institution, Office of the
OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media (RFoM)

Speakers:
H.E. Ferit Hoxha, Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs of Albania

Ambassador Jan Braathu, OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media (RFoM)
H.E. Ruth Huber, Ambassador of Switzerland to Albania, representing the Swiss
OSCE Chairpersonship

Ambassador Michel Tarran, Head of OSCE Presence in Albania

10:00 - 10:15 Keynote address: Safety of journalists in Serbia: Current trends
and patterns

Speaker:
Tamara Filipovi¢, Secretary General of the Independent Association of Journalists

of Serbia (NUNS)

10:15-11:15 Executive conversation: Journalism in a fragmented global news
environment

This moderated executive conversation will examine how ethical journalism can be
upheld in an era of deep societal polarisation. It will focus on editorial dilemmas when
covering conflicts and geopolitically sensitive issues, where language, framing and
terminology are increasingly shaping public debate and social division.
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Moderator: Barbara Trionfi, Principal Adviser to Head of Institution, RFoM Office

Speakers:
Dhurata Cupi, CEO and General Director, Focus Media News

Sebastian Ramspeck, Journalist, Swiss Television SRF
Olta Blaceri, Journalist, Vizion Plus Media

11:15-11:45 Coffee break

11:45-13:15 PARALLEL SESSIONS

PARALLEL The new media landscape: Influence, responsibility and trust in
SESSION 1 the digital age

Panel
As disinformation, synthetic content, and algorithmic amplification reshape public
debate and influence trust, questions of credibility, responsibility, and trust are
becoming central to the health of democratic information ecosystems. In this context,
Room: the panel will bring together journalists, educators, regulators, and policymakers to

Antigonea 2 explore how media and information literacy (MIL) is applied in real time across
newsrooms, online communities, classrooms, and digital platforms. It will address
emerging challenges and highlight collaborative approaches to strengthen citizens’
critical thinking, support informed audiences, and promote a more resilient and
responsible information environment.

Moderator: Guido Keel, Director of the Institute of Applied Media Studies at the
Zurich University of Applied Sciences (ZHAW)

Speakers:
Nicoleta Fotiade, President, International Association for Media Education (IAME)

Nazim Rashidi, Editor and host of Podcast “Rishtazi” and Koha news

Branko Boskovic, Associate Professor at the University of Donja Gorica, Member of
Council of the Agency for Audio-Visual Media Services Montenegro, and Vice-Chair
of the European Platform of Regulatory Authorities (EPRA)

Aleksandra Krsti¢, Professor, Vice Dean for Research and International
Cooperation, Faculty of Political Sciences, University of Belgrade

Iris Luarasi, Deputy Chair, Committee on Human Rights and Means of Public
Information
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PARALLEL Between security and media freedom: Digital surveillance and
SESSION 2 journalists' rights
Panel
Security-driven digital surveillance increasingly threatens media freedom, exposing
Room: journalists to risks such as source identification, self-censorship, and compromised
Antigonea 1 safety, thereby undermining independent and free reporting. Through case studies,
expert insights, and actionable guidance, this panel will examine the impact of
surveillance on journalism. It will explore key risks and the balance between security
policies and journalistic independence, while presenting legal, ethical, and digital
security strategies that journalists can adopt to safeguard sensitive public-interest
information in an increasingly monitored digital environment.

Moderator: Dimitri Bettoni, Researcher and Journalist, Osservatorio Balcani
Caucaso Transeuropa (OBCT)

Speakers:
SneZana Bajceta, Researcher, SHARE Foundation

Stanley Kwenda, Strategic Communications and External Affairs Advisor, Amnesty
International
Brikenda Rexhepi, Editor-in-Chief, KOHA

PARALLEL Bearing the story: Journalists’ mental health in today’s media
SESSION 3 environment

Side Event
Journalists increasingly face psychological pressures and safety risks in today's media
environment, affecting their mental health and physical well-being. This side event
will draw on analysis by the OSCE Mission to Serbia and journalists' lived experiences
to examine these challenges and the broader implications for the journalistic
Room: profession. It will explore how newsrooms, civil society, and policymakers can move

Vienna+Prague beyond awareness to implement practical, sustainable support systems. By
strengthening such support mechanisms, the session aims to promote the integrity,
resilience, and sustainability of journalism as a profession, ensuring that media
practitioners can continue to operate safely, ethically, and effectively in challenging
environments.

Facilitator: Ognjenka Lakicevi€, Programme Assistant, OSCE Mission to Serbia

Speakers:
Xhemaijl Rexha, Chairperson of the AJK Board

Mirna Stankovic¢-Lukovié, Free Media Help Line Coordinator, BH Journalists
Association

llias Nikezis, Executive Director of the International Training Center for the Safety
of Journalists and Media Professionals (ICSJ), Peace Journalism Lab, Aristotle
University of Thessaloniki
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13:15-15:00 Lunch and networking - Apollonia restaurant

15:00 - 17:00 PARALLEL SESSIONS

PARALLEL Mapping good practices and accountability measures for the
SESSION 4 protection and safety of journalists in South East Europe

World Café
Ensuring journalists’ safety requires strong accountability, co-ordinated action, and
responses to ongoing and emerging risks, including those affecting women
journalists. Building on previous SEEMC recommendations and aligned with the OSCE
Room: Ministerial Council Decision on the Safety of Journalists, this session will review
Antigonea 1 current practices and assess their effectiveness, identifying remaining gaps and

needs. Discussions will focus on coordination and monitoring mechanisms on attacks
and threats against journalists, responses to SLAPPs, responsible political speech, and
gender-responsive safety measures. Through rotating exchanges, participants will
share experiences and explore ways to strengthen accountability measures for
journalists' safety in an informal setting.

Moderator: Bettina Ruigies, Senior Adviser, RFoM Office

Facilitators:

Cecilia Lagomarsino, Media Freedom Project Officer, RFoM Office

llias Nikezis, Director of the International Training Center for the Safety of
Journalists and Media Professionals (ICSJ), Peace Journalism Lab, Aristotle University
of Thessaloniki

Anida Sokol, National Programme Officer, OSCE Mission to BiH

Sejla Maslo Cerkié, National Legal Officer, OSCE Mission to BiH

Paloma Madrigal, Associate Project Officer, RFoM Office

Elira Turdubaeva, Media Expert

PARALLEL Media ownership transparency in practice: A comparative
SESSION 5 regional analysis

Roundtable
Media ownership transparency is crucial for safeguarding media freedom, pluralism,
and democratic accountability. This roundtable will present the report “Advancing
Media Ownership Transparency Reform in Albania,” produced by the OSCE Presence
Room: in Albania, highlighting key findings and reform efforts. It will engage participants in
Antigone'a 5 a regional comparative discussion, examining common challenges of hidden media

ownership, market concentration, and regulatory gaps. The roundtable will also
showcase good practices from the region and beyond, offering practical
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recommendations aligned with European and international standards to strengthen
transparent, accountable, and pluralistic media systems in the region.

Moderator: Marius Dragomir, Director, Media and Journalism Research Center

Speakers:
Armela Krasniqi, Chairperson, Audiovisual Media Authority, Albania

Leunora Kaliqi, President of the Managing Board of the Council of Media Ethics,
North Macedonia
Olaf Steenfadt, Founder and Managing Director, Global Media Registry

PARALLEL Policy-to-practice: Roadmap co-design lab on regional
SESSION 6 implementation of the RFoM Policy Manual on Safeguarding
Workshop Media Freedom in the Age of Big Tech Platforms and Al

The growing influence of Big Tech platforms and Al presents new challenges to media
freedom, affecting media viability, visibility, and safety. This session aims to develop
Room: a regional roadmap for implementing the OSCE RFoM Policy Manual on Safeguarding
Vienna+Prague Media Freedom in the Age of Big Tech Platforms and Al. Building on prior regional
mapping and discussions, participants will identify common challenges,
implementation barriers, required adaptations to regional contexts, enabling
conditions and opportunities. The workshop will contribute to a practical regional
implementation roadmap to support policy alignment, advocacy, and effective
integration of the Policy Manual into existing or future national policy frameworks.

Moderator: Julia Haas, Adviser, RFoM Office

Facilitators:

Bojana Kosti¢, Independent Human Rights and Tech Researcher

SneZana Nikéevié, Program Manager, 35mm, Montenegro

Megi Regi, Digital Rights Research Lead, BIRN Albania

Ana Toski¢ Cvetinovi¢, Executive Director, Partners for Democratic Change Serbia

19:00 - 21:00 Reception dinner
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09:00 - 10:00

NETWORKING
FAIR

Room:
Antigonea 1

VIDEO
SCREENING

Room:
Antigonea 2

10:00 - 10:30

PARALLEL SESSIONS

Media co-operation and partnerships in the region

Strong networking is essential for fostering media co-operation, building partnerships,
and supporting joint responses to shared challenges. This informal session will feature
thematic stations showcasing initiatives and publications from the RFoM Office, OSCE
field operations, and partners. Participants will be encouraged to circulate freely,
engage with contributors, exchange ideas, and explore opportunities for collaboration.
An opt-in contact list will be shared after the conference to facilitate continued
connections and partnerships.

TV production by journalism students

This session will emphasize the vital role of youth voices in fostering regional dialogue,
while shaping inclusive, forward-looking narratives in South East Europe region. It will
feature a television production screening developed by journalism students through a
youth-driven mobile journalism initiative led by the OSCE Mission to Serbia in co-
operation with the OSCE Presence in Albania and the OSCE Mission to Skopje.
Journalism students from the universities of NiS, Tirana, and Skopje will share their
experiences on their involvement in the initiative, illustrating how such collaborative
storytelling can and build bridges and amplify youth voices across the region.

Introducer: Ambassador Jan Braathu, OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media
Moderator: Srdjan Djurdjevié¢, Senior Programme Assistant, OSCE Mission to Serbia
Testimonials:

Andjela Miladinovié, Journalism student, University of Nis$

Gledia Toma, Journalism student, University of Tirana
Filip Kostov, Journalism student, University of Skopje

Coffee break
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10:30 - 12:00 PARALLEL SESSIONS

PARALLEL  Confronting impunity and safeguarding journalists: Criminal law
SESSION 7  approaches
Panel
Persistent impunity for crimes against journalists undermines their safety, weakens
the rule of law, and threatens the functioning of free and independent media. This
panel will examine gaps in legal frameworks, barriers to effective prosecution, and
systemic weaknesses that enable perpetrators to avoid accountability. It will also
Room: highlight innovative approaches in criminal law and share lessons learned from
Antigonea 2 ongoing initiatives aimed at strengthening legal protection for journalists. By focusing
on practical legal reforms and enforcement strategies, the discussion seeks to identify
concrete, actionable pathways to enhance journalists' safety both in law and in
practice.

Moderator: Dragan Sekulovski, Executive Director, Association of Journalists of
Macedonia (AJM)

Speakers:
Alma Kodraliu, Judge, Special Court for Corruption and Organized Crime, Albania

Radomir Krackovié¢, President, Media Trade Union of Montenegro

Mirna Miljanovi¢, Head of Department for Public Relations, and Contact Point for
Safety of Journalists, Ministry of Interior of Republic of Srpska, BiH

Veljko Mili¢, Director for Legal Affairs of the Independent Journalists' Association of
Vojvodina (NDNV)

PARALLEL Tools and tips for investigative journalism: Using open-source
SESSION 8  tools, LLMs, and data journalism
Roundtable
Investigative journalism plays a vital role in uncovering issues of public interest, yet it
often faces constraints such as safety risks, limited interest from newsrooms or
audiences. This session will showcase case studies of investigative stories, and
approaches and tools journalists use, including open-source research, data journalism
Room: techniques, and strategies for building cross-border collaborations. Journalists will
Antigonea 1 gain practical insights into what works and what doesn't across different media
landscapes. Alongside these real-world experiences, the session will highlight practical
tips from the RFOM-UNESCO manual for journalists “Reporting the Environment: A
Practical Guide for Journalists”, offering participants practical takeaways to strengthen
their own investigative reporting skills.

Facilitator: Barbara Trionfi, Principal Adviser to Head of Institution, RFoM Office
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Speakers:
Eli Moskowitz, Environmental Team Coordinator, Organized Crime and Corruption

Reporting Project (OCCRP)

Testimonials-case studies:
Alena Besirevié, Freelance Investigative Journalist
Denica Chadikovska, Communications Editor, Investigative Reporting Lab

PARALLEL Media literacy curricula in South East Europe: A regional mapping

SESSION 9
Side Event Media literacy is essential for navigating disinformation, understanding the democratic
role of the media, and responding to emerging challenges such as Al and algorithmic
amplification in today's information environment. This interactive session will provide
Room: a platform to exchange perspectives on media literacy curricula in South East Europe,

examining how current approaches address disinformation, journalistic standards,
media pluralism, platform dynamics, and generative Al. Participants will exchange
experiences, identify transferable practices, and discuss remaining gaps and needs,
contributing to the development of effective, future-ready curricula across the region.

Vienna+Prague

Moderator: Bettina Ruigies, Senior Adviser, RFoM Office

Speakers:
Lejla Turcilo, Professor, Faculty of Political Sciences, University of Sarajevo

llda Londo, Deputy Director, Albanian Media Institute

Nicoleta Fotiade, President, International Association for Media Education (IAME)
Guido Keel, Director of the Institute of Applied Media Studies at the Zurich University
of Applied Sciences (ZHAW)

12:00 - 12:15 Concluding remarks

Room: Ambassador Jan Braathu, OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media
Antigonea 2

12:30 - 14:30 Lunch - Apollonia restaurant

END OF CONFERENCE



